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Kenyon P. Cavender’s “Predatory Inclusion and the Flint Water Crisis” opens 
our issue. Against the narrower view of this environmental and social di-
saster as the result of Lansing’s incompetence and corruption, Cavender 
uses Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor’s notion of predatory inclusion to deepen and 
broaden the analytical scope and unfold a historical narrative/biting exposé 
of the host of demographic, economic (the role of the banking and real-
estate interests is key), legal, political, and ideological root conditions that 
spanned Flint’s tragic environmental and social pathologies.

The second article, by George Economakis and Maria Markaki (“Un-
equal Exchange in the EU”), is a daring attempt to advance the discussion on 
the mechanisms of international value and price formation, which a pleiad 
of high-caliber Marxist economists in the 1960s and 1970s left unsettled, by 
empirically estimating the degrees of cross-country unequal exchange of local-
labor quantities embodied in the trade among Germany, Italy, and Greece.

SCIENCE & SOCIETY 

Science & Society is a peer-reviewed interdisciplinary journal of Marxist 
scholarship. It publishes original studies in political economy and the 
economic analysis of contemporary societies; social and political theory; 
philosophy and methodology of the natural and social sciences; his-
tory, labor, ethnic and women’s studies; aesthetics, literature and the 
arts. We especially welcome theoretical and applied research that both 
breaks new ground in a specific discipline, and is intelligible and useful 
to non-specialists. 

S&S does not adhere to any particular school of contemporary Marx-
ist discussion, and does not attempt to define precise boundaries for 
 Marxism. It does encourage respectful attention to the entire Marxist 
tradition, as well as to cutting-edge tools and concepts from the present-
day social science literatures.

Editorial correspondence: see “Instructions to Contributors,” inside 
back cover.
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“World Money and Oil: Theoretical and Historical Considerations” 
by Adam Hanieh centers imperialism by invoking the geoeconomic and 
geopolitical connection between the US dollar, in exercise of what Barry 
Eichengreen called its “exorbitant privilege” as today’s global currency (or 
world money, in Marx’s conceptualization), and oil production and trade 
--- conducted largely through the exchange of oil derivative contracts in a 
select number of international financial hubs.

Zhun Xu’s “Potential Reserve Army and Diverging Paths of Transition 
in (Former) Socialist Economies” discusses the causes leading to the bifurca-
tion in the transition paths followed (mainly) by the Soviet Union and China, 
respectively, in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Xu argues that the fundamental 
grounds for this divergence in transitional paths (shock therapy versus gradual-
ism) and, more particularly, in the relative success or failure (or impasse, as in the 
cases of Cuba and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea) of the market 
reforms is to be found in the relative social homogeneity (or lack thereof) of 
the respective working classes and, more specifically, in the relative sizes of their 
labor reserve armies. Xu claims that these reserve armies provided a narrower 
or wider political space to undertake the reforms’ requisite direct attack on 
the living and working conditions of the workers in each case, which shaped 
up the social character and outcomes of these transitions.

The fifth and final article in our issue is “The Proletariat in Marx and 
Engels’ Critique of Capitalism, 1842–1848” by Katjo Buissink: an erudite 
account of Marx and Engels’ intellectual trajectory in their recognition of 
the historical revolutionary agency of the proletariat. In fine detail, Buis-
sink traces out the evolution of Marx and Engels’ thought, arguing that this 
maturing recognition of the revolutionary role of the proletariat directed 
their subsequent research efforts. This issue also contains two book reviews 
intended to appear as part of our October 2022 special issue on ecosocial-
ism. A rookie error on the part of this executive editor left them out. Due 
apologies are owed to David Schwartzman and Salvatore Engel-di Mauro, 
editors of that issue.

Finally, the reader is advised to read and circulate widely among un-
dergraduate and graduate students the call for submissions for our up-
coming essay contest, with prizes honoring the late Leith Mullings and 
Gerald Meyer.

STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST: CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

Science & Society was founded in 1936 amidst the social struggles of that era. 
At the time, there was a growing interest in Marxism among scholars and 
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intellectuals, in the US and internationally, due to the growing danger of 
fascism. S&S has since been publishing regularly (86 years) to become the 
longest continuously published Marxist scholarly journal in any language 
in the world.

Just as the 1930s led to the founding of the journal, the struggles and 
social crises of today have sparked a renewed interest in Marxism, especially 
among young people. We want to contribute to these developments among 
students.

To this end, S&S is sponsoring two essay contests: one for undergradu-
ates and one for graduate students.  

Submissions should be ecumenical (non-sectarian) and must address 
Marxism as subject matter and/or methodology, including, but not limited 
to, philosophy, political economy, the history of Marxist and radical move-
ments, or literary and cultural studies.

The author of the winning paper in both graduate and undergraduate 
categories will get:

1. Publication of the paper in a special section in the journal.
2. A one-year subscription to the print issue
3. A $1,000.00 prize
4. All students who submit manuscripts will receive an issue or issues 

containing articles that reflect their topic. We can also provide a free issue 
to their academic mentor or advisor.

5. The deadline is June 1, 2023 with expected publication within 20 
months.

The Leith Mullings Graduate Prize 

Leith Mullings (1945–2020) was an urban anthropologist, a Distin-
guished Professor at the CUNY Graduate Center, President of the Anthropol-
ogy Association, a former Editorial Board member and long-time supporter 
of S&S. She was author of numerous books and her research ranged from 
health in Africa, the position of African American Women, and the impact 
of gentrification on Harlem. Among her books are New Social Movements in 
the African Diaspora: Challenging Global Apartheid, editor (2009), Let Nobody 
Turn Us Around: An Anthology of African American Social and Political Thought 
from Slavery to the Present, (coedited with Manning Marable, 2009) and Gender, 
Race, Class and Health: Intersectional Approaches (coedited with Amy Schulz, 
2006.) She was a founding member of the Black Radical Congress and an 
activist in her profession and community.

The Leith Mullings Prize is open to all graduate students who are bring-
ing Marxist analysis to their research and writing.
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The Gerald Meyer Undergraduate Prize

Gerald Meyer (1942-2022) was a professor at Hostos Community College 
from its founding in 1968 until his death. He was a long-time member of the 
S&S Editorial Board. Hostos was founded to serve the largely Puerto Rican 
community in the South Bronx, New York City. From the beginning, Meyer’s 
activism and scholarship were connected. He fought to preserve Hostos from 
efforts to close it down and was an active supporter of the struggles in the 
Puerto Rican community.

His book Vito Marcantonio: Radical Politician (1989) highlighted the 
coalition between Italians, Puerto Ricans, and African Americans in East 
Harlem and the role that Vito Marcantonio played as a congressman in 
leading and cementing that coalition. He continued with an edited volume 
The Lost History of Italian American Radicalism (2003). Meyer was a committed 
undergraduate teacher, a Marxist, an openly gay man, and a true New York 
City radical intellectual. 

The Gerald Meyer Undergraduate Prize is open to all undergraduates 
who have written papers that show an engaged interest in Marxism, or that 
draw on Marxist analysis in the social sciences and humanities.

Notes for Submissions

Articles have an upper limit of 10,000 words. The submissions should 
follow the instructions given to contributors in our website: https:// 
scienceandsociety.com/contributor.html 

Please submit your paper electronically as a Word document, and any 
questions to Paul C. Mishler, pmishler@iusb.edu by June 1, 2023.

A BRIEF NOTE ON TRENDS IN PRESENT DAY MARXISM

One of the pieces featured in this issue, the one by Economakis and Markaki, 
may lead readers to reflect on recent trends in Marxism. The antecedent of 
their work was Arghiri Emmanuel’s (1969) seminal L’echange inegal. In that 
work, Emmanuel argued that the ostensible unequal exchange in trade was a 
chief mechanism of imperialist exploitation, conjecturing that international 
wage differences (resulting from the high costs of cross-country labor mobil-
ity) accounted for it. Charles Bettleheim, Samir Amin, and Ernest Mandel, 
among others, objected to Emmanuel’s thesis on various grounds. Though 
the ensuing controversy was never definitively settled (the usual fate of many 
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a fundamental issue in science), it led to a significant deepening of the criti-
cal understanding of the political economy of modern capitalism. 

At the time, the brewing international crisis of capitalism — apparent 
in the US fiscal crunch, the international monetary disruptions linked to 
the gradual erosion and the sudden US decision to dismantle the Bretton 
Woods pact, and (to top things off) the oil shock of 1973–4 — secured the 
timely relevance of these theoretical developments. 

In the United States, although the civil rights movement and the opposi-
tion to the Vietnam War radicalized some professionally trained economists, 
the whiff of McCarthyism was still polluting the air, and the grip of main-
stream bourgeois economics kept tightening in academic and policy circles. 
The economics establishment only allowed challenges to Paul Samuelson’s 
codified orthodoxy (under an eclectic “neoclassical synthesis”) if they origi-
nated on their political right flank — as in Milton Friedman’s “monetarism,” 
soon to be followed by the “rational expectations” critique. Marxist political 
economy was to be confined to the catacombs of the US intellectual world. A 
small number of Marxist economists found refuge in a slight (and dwindling) 
number of academic institutions. 

One effect of these events was a marked shift of the Marxist intellectual 
interest away from political economy (especially away from the central cat-
egories of exploitation and class conflict) and toward history, anthropology, 
philosophy, social and cultural studies, and literary analysis. A proper balance 
of the pluses and minuses of this shift is yet to be drawn. Among professionally 
trained economists, much of the discontent toward the mainstream found 
its way to leftwing institutionalism and Keynesianism. This trend seems to 
continue to date. Some of us hoped that the US Great Recession of 2008–9, 
with its catastrophic sequels worldwide, would create conditions for a revival 
of Marxist political economy in the English-speaking world. The crisis could, 
perhaps, reopen unresolved issues in the field, prompting attempts to crack 
them at an even higher theoretical, empirical, and methodological plane. 

As things stand today, expecting such a sudden wave of renewed interest 
in the Marxist political economy of modern capitalism may be a tall order. 
Still, one may hope that a new generation of younger Marxist political econo-
mists will be forthcoming in the not-too-distant future; assuming there is a 
future. The crises convulsing the social order are myriad. Today’s historical 
and statistical record is vast, expanding at a geometric pace. Modern main-
stream economics continues to sharpen its analytical and empirical toolkit. 
The ground is ready for the renewal and enrichment of the radical critique 
of present economic conditions and modes of thought.

Julio Huato
Executive Editor
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